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Community Open House #1
Chandler-Newberger Community Center
Tuesday January 10, 2023 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Independence Park | Look, Feel, & Focus

The planning team hosted an open house style meeting with the Evanston 
community at the Chandler-Newberger Community Center on Tuesday January 10, 
2023. During the event, which ran from 6p-8p, attendees participated in a series of 
interactive exercises designed to introduce the project, explore their relationship 
with the park, and envision what the future could hold for this beloved community 
space. This input, along with the planning team’s site analysis and field work, form 
the foundation upon which design concepts for the park will be built.

The following pages document the input received during the event. This is the 
first of three community engagement touch points that will be held during the 
planning process.





Tell Us A Little About Yourself!
Let’s explore your relationship with Independence Park.

What brings you to Independence Park?

(37%) 	Dining Nearby 

(29%) 	Shopping on Central

(27%) 	Leisure

(6%)	 Work Nearby 

How Often do you visit Independence Park?

(63%) 	Weekly

(25%) 	Daily

(13%) 	Monthly

How do you typically spend your time at Independence Park?

(25%) 	Socializing

(22%) 	Relaxing

(19%) 	Passing Through

(17%)	 Playing

(16%) 	Attending Events

(2%)	 Other 

What’s your favorite memory of time spent at Independence Park?

(8) 	Playing at the playground

(7) 	 Special Events

(4) 	Relaxing under the trees

(3) 	 Spending time with friends & family

(3) 	 Enjoying food from local businesses

	 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments





Come Take A Look Around!
Let’s explore Independence Park together!

What do you notice about these photos?

(4)	 Uninviting, hard edge and entrance along Central St.

(3)	 Mature trees and vegetation

(3) 	 Safe, enjoyable playground away from main streets

(3) 	 Access to shops and restaurants

(3) 	 Underutilized space with potential for amenities such as benches, 		
	 splash pad or bigger playground

(2) 	 Picnic tables, seating options and gathering space

(2) 	 Lack of landscaping and signage, opportunity for natural barriers

(2) 	 Potential for amenities such as tables, chairs, chess tables, stage, etc.

(2) 	 Lack of seating options

(2) 	 Uncomfortable tables and seating

(1) 	 Lack of paved pathways

(1) 	 Lack of pickleball court as there are no dedicated courts in Evanston

	 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments





What’s Working Well?
Let’s explore what you love most about Independence Park!

	 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments

My favorite things about Independence Park are         because         .

(8)	 Picnic tables, communal seating

(6) 	Large shade trees

(6) 	Large active green space to gather and hold events

(5) 	 Welcoming lighting to provide safety and aesthetics

(4) 	Close proximity to local businesses

(3) 	 Special events such as summer concerts

Where are your favorite places in Independence Park?

(8)	 Playground area

(5) 	 Picnic tables and benches

(5) 	 Local pizza restaurant at the corner of the alley and Central St.

(4) 	Local coffee shop on Central St.





What Needs Some Love? 
Let’s explore how we can make Independence even better!

	 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments

The things I most want to improve about 
Independence Park are            because            .

(7) 	 Accessible and attractive playground equipment

(7) 	 Tables and chairs for outdoor dining and gathering

(5) 	 Poor condition of tables near playground area

(5) 	 Provide restroom facilities

(5) 	 Stage/shelter for community events

(4) 	Reroute Central St. around the park to improve pedestrian access

(3) 	 More parking options

(2) 	 Safer crosswalk from the park to the local businesses

(2) 	 Electrical hookups for versatile uses to support lighting, concerts, and events

(2) 	 Improve pathways to be more accessible

(2) 	 Fitness/exercise area

(2) 	 Splash pad/water activities

Where needs the most tender loving care?

(11) 	Southern border of the park along Central Street

(4) 	Playground area

(3) 	 Southwest entrance to the park

(2) 	 Picnic table area
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Where Should We Focus?
Let’s explore what we should prioritize improving!

	 Top Response(s)

(X) *Number of mentions in comments

If you only had $100 to spend improving Independence Park, 
what would you spend it on?

(26%) 	Providing more ways to rest and relax

(24%) 	Providing more ways to come together

(20%)	Providing more ways to play

(10%) 	Providing more ways to experience nature

(10%) 	Providing more ways to move

(10%) 	Providing more ways to share stories



Providing more ways to rest and relax (26%)
•	 Chairs and tables

•	 Additional restroom facility

•	 Gazebo with charcoal grills to host gatherings

Providing more ways to come together (24%)
•	 Performance or stage pavilion for live music

•	 Community events

•	 Food trucks 

•	 Farmer’s market

•	 Blocking off street access to cars

Providing more ways to play (20%)
•	 Play equipment for smaller children

•	 Nature based play structures

•	 Play amenities such as monkey bars, slides, etc.

•	 Unique rope structure instead of one structure

Providing more ways to experience nature (10%)
•	 Community gardens

•	 Maintain shade trees

•	 Splash pad

Providing more ways to move (10%)
•	 Bike racks

•	 Weekly health and wellness activities

•	 Exercise playground/equipment

•	 Yoga in the park

•	 Accessible walking path

Providing more ways to share stories (10%)
•	 Historical information through park signage

•	 Rotation of interactive public art

•	 Gazebo for live music and public events

•	 Trolley car as a nod to past trolley sculpture







Online Feedback
Record of comments received from the project website

Response #1
I’m unable to attend the public meeting for the Independence Park renovations. However, 
there are two parks that our family enjoys and they both have features that are worth 
examining for this project. Duke Park in the Glencoe Park district is awesome! Their playground 
features an interactive water feature (splash pad & water trough with hand pump), a hand-
crank train, and a 2-12-year-old play area with a poured-in-place safety surface. Another favorite 
playground is McCulloch Park in Evanston. The new equipment is fun, engaging and 
challenging. It is a huge improvement to the previous play equipment. A combination of 
features from these two parks would be a lovely addition to the Independence Park renovation.

Response #2
I agree, Independence Park does need some renovating and updating. It is used by so many 
people, every day, all year long; children, shoppers, walkers, people who work and live near 
Central St and people who come to visit or eat out. Please keep some places to sit and relax, 
picnic tables for eating, trees for shade and a nice playground welcoming children of all ages. I 
love picking up lunch and eating there watching kids playing, or resting there in the shade on a 
hot summer day after a walk. And it’s a good place for gatherings of various kinds. Thanks for 
considering the update! Flowers are nice, too…

Response #3
I would like to see an enhanced street wall on central ave to provide separation between the 
street and park while adding to the pedestrian realm. You could do this by planting more trees 
near the sidewalk within the park. I would also like to see the addition of native plants and 
decorative bushes near the alley to clean up the overgrown foliage.

Response #4
Upgrading the playground equipment. Adding a small pavilion that can provide a venue for 
organized and regularly scheduled music performances, pop-ups from the local Central St 
vendors (food/wine tastings, bakery sale, etc). Adding a parking spot off the bordering alley or 
Stewart St designated for 1-2 food/ice cream trucks that can accompany an event at the park, 
and on the weekends to attract Central St shopping visitors.

Response #5
My suggestion would be to consider a design which incorporates a 1) small band shell/gazebo 
for small folk/jazz/pop music concerts and film screenings and 2) more interesting green space. 
There are a lot of businesses and people along that stretch and a functional, usable urban park 
would be great. The current park doesn’t have a lot going for it as you’ve pointed out.



Response #6
I am a direct neighbor to Independence Park (my bedroom window overlooks the playground) 
and a parent of 3 kids (10, 4, and 3). We are daily users of the park in good weather. I am excited 
about the planned renovation.

My kids are asking for swings, slides, and monkey bars. As a parent, I would like the rubberized 
ground cover instead of wood chips. The park has also lost a number of mature trees over 
the past several years and the playground lacks shade - so planting trees and considering 
sunshades on the play structure would be very helpful.

I am somewhat concerned by the discussion of building a pavilion or stage at the park. 
Although the park borders Central Street and a parking lot on Stewart on two sides, it borders 
residences on Livingston and on the alley. Because the lots on Prairie are zoned for multifamily 
construction, some of the residences (such as mine) are built very far back on the lot and 
consequently very close to the park. Care must be taken to ensure that all noise is directed 
away from these homes and toward Central Street and/or the Stewart parking lot.

In addition, I read in the Evanston Roundtable that some participants have asked for 
restrooms. I understand this -- families used to use EPL branch and this is no longer an 
option. But if you do add restrooms, please, please, please make the entrance on Central 
Street. I ask this for two reasons: First, the park is sometimes used by Haven students who 
sometimes act destructively. I am concerned about the mischief that they will get up to if 
they have unsupervised access to a bathroom. Putting the doors on Central will ensure that 
the community is watching and should act as a deterrent to that type of behavior. Second, 
I am concerned about my own security when I return to my dark alley from work in the late 
evenings -- I do not want to worry that someone is lurking in a restroom positioned very close 
to my garage. Again, knowing that everyone driving down Central can see who is going in and 
out of the restroom would be reassuring. Locking the restroom when the park is closed would 
also be very helpful.

Finally, as you think about how to balance the desire of people to use the park for take-out and 
the kids who use the playground, I urge you to adopt an allergy-aware position. According to 
the CDC, 8% of children have food allergies. For children with anaphylactic allergies like my 
youngest, this can mean that they are unable to use the playground when people there are 
eating their allergens. Whenever we go to a park, I have to visually survey all of the kids and 
their snacks to see if we can safely stay. What helps? Keeping the food area (picnic tables) and 
garbage cans separated from the play area. This means that much of the food is kept away 
from the playground, and that food wrappers do not blow out of overstuffed garbage cans 
onto the playlot (as, unfortunately, has happened at McCulloch). This is particularly important 
for a park like this one that, in the mornings and late afternoons, is full of babies, toddlers, and 
preschoolers who tend to pick things up and put their fingers in their mouths.

Thank you very much for your hard work on this project!”






